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to have aroused so much attention as Bagehot's
other long works.
On April 13, 1875, Bagehot officially became a
celebrity, being elected to the Athenaeum, which in
those days was a kind of earthly Valhalla of those
" known for their Scientific or Literary attainments,
Artists of any eminence in the Fine Arts, and
Noblemen and gentlemen distinguished as Liberal
Patrons of Science, Literature, or the Arts.5326
Some interesting glimpses of him are to be found
in writings of prominent contemporaries. In his
Recollections Lord Morley reveals himself more
clearly than Bagehot, of whom he says:
In public things he did not really share the notions
or aims of the younger men, but he took abundant
interest in friends more ardent than himself. His
good natured ironies put them on their mettle. ... I
often ventured to say to him, " You have only one
defect; you do not feel the inherent power and glory
of the principle of Liberty." This notwithstanding, we
who dissented most from his maxims on current affairs
were well aware how much better we were for his
Socratic objections, and what real acquaintance with
men and business, what serious judgment and interest,
what honest sympathy and friendliness, all lay under
his playful and racy humour.87
Lord Bryce is more eulogistic:
He was, some of us used to think far back in the
seventies, the most interesting man in London to meet,
so bright and stimulating was his conversation. It
was always conversation, never declamation or lec-
turing. He could listen as well as talk. He put him-
self on a level with his interlocutor, and however much
you might feel his superiority, he always seemed to be
receiving as well as giving, striking out thoughts from
others as well as bringing them from his own store. . . .